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Preposition Basics 

A preposition is a word or group of words used before a noun, pronoun, or noun phrase to show direction, 
time, place, location, spatial relationships, or to introduce an object. Some examples of prepositions are 
words like "in," "at," "on," "of," and "to." 

Prepositions in English are highly idiomatic. Although there are some rules for usage, much preposition 
usage is dictated by fixed expressions. In these cases, it is best to memorize the phrase instead of the 
individual preposition. 


A Few Rules 

Prepositions of Direction 

To refer to a direction, use the prepositions "to," "in," "into," "on," and "onto." 
e She drove fo the store. 

¢ Don’t ring the doorbell. Come right in (to) the house. 

° Drive on (to) the grass and park the car there. 


Prepositions of Time 

To refer to one point in time, use the prepositions "in," "at," and "on." 

Use "in" with parts of the day (not specific times), months, years, and seasons. 
e He reads in the evening. 

e The weather is cold in December. 

e She was born in 1996. 

e We rake leaves in the fall. 


Use "at" with the time of day. Also use "at" with noon, night, and midnight. 
e Igo to work at 8:00. 

e He eats lunch at noon. 

e She often goes for a walk at night. 

e They go to bed at midnight. 


Use "on" with days. 
e I work on Saturdays. 
e He does laundry on Wednesdays. 


To refer to extended time, use the prepositions "since," "for," "by," "during," "from...to," "from. ..until," "with," 
and "within." 

e Ihave lived in Minneapolis since 2005. (I moved there in 2005 and still live there.) 

e He will be in Toronto for 3 weeks. (He will spend 3 weeks in Toronto.) 
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e She will finish her homework by 6:00. (She will finish her homework sometime between now and 
6:00.) 

e He works part time during the summer. (For the period of time throughout the summer.) 

e Iwil collect data from January to June. (Starting in January and ending in June.) 

e They are in school from August until May. (Starting in August and ending in May.) 

e She will graduate within 2 years. (Not longer than 2 years.) 


Prepositions of Place 

To refer to a place, use the prepositions "in" (the point itself), "at" (the general vicinity), "on" (the surface), 
and "inside" (something contained). 

e They will meet in the lunchroom. 

e She was waiting at the corner. 

e He left his phone on the bed. 

e Place the pen inside the drawer. 


To refer to an object higher than a point, use the prepositions "over" and "above." To refer to an object lower 
than a point, use the prepositions "below," "beneath," "under," and "underneath." 

e The bird flew over the house. 

e The plates were on the shelf above the cups. 

e Basements are dug below ground. 

e There is hard wood beneath the carpet. 

e The squirrel hid the nuts under a pile of leaves. 

e The cat is hiding underneath the box. 
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To refer to an object close to a point, use the prepositions "by," "near, 
"opposite." 

e The gas station is by the grocery store. 

e The park is near her house. 

e Park your bike next to the garage. 

e There is a deer between the two trees. 

e There is a purple flower among the weeds. 

e The garage is opposite the house. 


next to," "between," "among," and 


Prepositions of Location 

To refer to a location, use the prepositions "in" (an area or volume), "at" (a point), and "on" (a surface). 
e They live in the country. (an area) 

e She will find him at the library. (a point) 

e There is a lot of dirt on the window. (a surface) 


Prepositions of Spatial Relationships 

To refer to a spatial relationship, use the prepositions "above, 
"among," "around," "behind," "below," 
"beneath," "beside," "between," "from, 
der," and "within." 

e The post office is across the street from the grocery store. 
e We will stop at many attractions along the way. 
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across," "against," "ahead of," "along," 
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in front of," "inside, 
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near," "off," "out of," "through," "toward," "un- 
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The kids are hiding behind the tree. 


His shirt is off. 


Walk toward the garage and then turn left. 
Place a check mark within the box. 


Ele) 


PREPOSITIONS OF TIME 


‘ea  AT-ON-IN 


a -I get up (at) 7 o'clock. ž 
AT) + Specific Time -The movie starts (at) 8.30. 


n A -They sing carols at) Christmas. 
AT HHoliday Period - Come and visit us (at Thanksgiving. 
ON “OnE - | will visit you On) Wednesday. 
y -Where were you on Friday? 
- His birthday is on March 27th. 
on gibates -The exam is On) the 16th. 


- My birthday is (in) January. 

- I'm going on vacation (in) August. 
- Shakespeare was born (in) 1564. 
- The Titanic sank (in) 1912. 


(IN) + Months 


(> 
(IN) + Years 


(am - Life was difficult (in) the 1940s. 
IN) +the i Decade _/ -There were many hippies inthe ‘60s. 
s -We are living (in) the 21st century. 

(N) +the+ Century | -It was built (in) the sixth century. 
le...) - We go to the beach (in) summer. 
(N) +t Season | -There are many flowers in) spring. 
(a a SER -The meeting starts (in) ten minutes. 
(IN) +Time Period | | Spe wil be here (in) three hours. 
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SS PREPOSITIONS OF TIME 


(IN) the morning -1 drink coffee (in) the morning. 


(IN) the afternoon - | study English (in the afternoon. 
I - She is often tired (in) the afternoon. 

(IN) the evening -We have dinner (i (in) the evening. 
- They watch movies (in) the evening. 


(AT) night - I like to read in bed (at) night. 
N - You can see the stars (at) night. 


BE CAREFUL! we say ATnight ©... NOT inthe night. a 


ON) + Day + Part of the day 
- We will have a party 6N) Friday night. 
- Our flight leaves on Monday morning. 
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(ease, PARTS OF THE DAY Gzzz) 


- He goes to the gym (in) the morning. 


Woodward English 
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Prepositions of place and movement 
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Down the stairs Up the stairs Out ofthe box Into the box In the box On the box Under the box Next to the box 
Toward the box Away from Past the box Over the box infront of Behind 
eaten 


Above the box Below the box Near the box Far from the box 


Along Across Through 


